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From seals to dinosaurs, Norfolk has lots of family
fun awaiting you.
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Norfolk, England: Five Family
Memories for the Making

The county of Norfolk on the east
coast of England has sandy
beaches, medieval market towns
and a strong North Sea breeze,
nicknamed the lazy wind by
locals because of its tendency to
“go straight through you”.
Norfolk’s rural location and
patchy transport network mean
you’ll probably need a car for
your holiday but, once arrived,
you won’t wish yourself anywhere
else on earth.
I know all this because I spent
the first eighteen years of my life
under Norfolk's big skies; big
thanks to a notoriously flat
landscape (Noel Coward even
made reference to this in his play
Private Lives). I moved away for
university before wanderlust,
work and love took me far across
the world, but my parents still
live in Norfolk. I still call it home.
Now I'm a mum myself I'm
looking forward to sharing with
my son the wonders of my
childhood county. Here are five
happy memories we'll make
together - and which you and
your family might enjoy too ...

1.
Watching
Blakeney

seals

at
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There may be no better way to
get acquainted with the unapologetically raw beauty of the
north Norfolk coastline than by
hopping into a clinker-built
boat at Blakeney harbour and
powering
through
the
sometimes choppy grey waters
to view seals.
(http://www.bishopsboats.com
is a family firm with a strong
local history).

I last took a seal trip while
pregnant so technically my son
came along too; he just didn't see
much. Close up, the faces and
expressions of the common and
grey seals look as varied as
humans': it's fun to search for
your family's smiley, whiskered,
frowning, fat or puzzled marinemammal equivalents.
2. Exploring
theme park

a

treehouse

begins with a river ride and
takes in quirky characters,
hidden treehouses and aerial
walkways through woods of
oak, pine and sweet chestnut
trees. There is a special
Toddlewood play area for
under-fives, and the park prides
itself on supplying nutritious
food from local producers. I
visited with my now-husband
the spring after it opened and,
as the only adults discernibly
without children, we felt guilty
taking up space on the zip
slides. I’m excited about
returning with a proper excuse
to play.
3. Travelling back in time
to
the
dinosaurs
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The glades, swamps and jungle
bridges of BeWILDerwood (
www.bewilderwood.co.uk) on the
Norfolk Broads offer a refreshing
alternative
to
the
heavily
manufactured entertainment of
many theme parks. Inspired by a
children’s book, A Boggle at
BeWILDerwood, the attraction

The world's most indulgent
parents can't show their
children real Tyrannosaurus rex
(and wouldn't want to, if they
had any sense), but maybe
Dinosaur
Adventure
at
Lenwade has the next best
thing.
www.dinosauradventure.co.uk

There are life-size, occasionally
scary dinosaur replicas hiding
among woods and trails in over
one hundred acres of parkland,
plus animals to stroke, Raptor
Racers to drive, a maze to get lost
in and playground equipment to
climb. While visiting as a kid, I
used my pocket money to buy
plastic dinosaur models in the
gift shop and afterwards tried to
reconstruct the park in miniature
in a plastic seedling tray. It was
not nearly as good.
4. Daring to visit a real castle
dungeon
The impressively restored 900year-old Norwich Castle is now a
museum and art gallery, housing
treasures that include Iceni gold,
Viking artefacts, Egyptian relics,
ceramic teapots and an expansive
collection of taxidermy creatures.
When I was little, you could still
reach over the railings and touch
a stuffed alligator, which had a
wobbly tooth. (My discovery of
the wobbly tooth - and indeed the
visits from the children before
me who made it wobble - may
explain why you can no longer
touch a stuffed alligator there.)
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The highlight of my visit,
however, apart from the
Egyptian mummy - STILL
WITH HAIR! - was always a
tour of the dungeons. In the
chilly depths of the castle you
can see where prisoners were
held in early medieval times,
learn
about
horrible
instruments of torture, and
admire Victorian ‘death heads’
– plaster cast impressions of
hanged criminals.
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I'm still mildly cross with my
elder cousin Mike (then aged
thirteen, now in his mid-thirties)
for jumping out at me in the
dark.
5. Playing crazy golf with
pirates (and eating fish &
chips)
Salty air, jangly amusement
arcades, screeching seagulls, and
the scent of frying doughnuts:
Great Yarmouth has all the
ingredients for the archetypal
British seaside holiday. In my
opinion, there's no better way to
end a day on the beach than with
sand in your shoes and a family
round of crazy golf (the noisier
and more competitive, the
better).
The eighteen-hole Pirates Cove
Adventure Golf on the seafront is
one of my favourite courses. As
well as realistic models of pirates
and ships, there are water
features, footbridges and even a
surprise crocodile to look out for.

My family and I will finish our
evening on a wall, looking out
to the ocean with portions of
hot battered fish and greasy
chips balanced on our knees.
http://www.pirates-cove.co.uk/
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